
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes_ 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no X 

Property Name: Ebenezer Church Cemetery Inventory Number: SM-135 

Address: Chancellor's Run Road City: Great Mills Zip Code: 20634 

County: Saint Marys USGS Topographic Map: Solomon's Island 

Owner: Ebenezer Church Cemetery Is the property being evaluated a district? yes 

Tax Parcel Number: J279 Tax Map Number: 43 Tax Account ID Number: 011842 

Project: MD 237 from MD 235 to Pegg Road Agency: State Highway Administration 

Site visit by MHT staff: X no yes Name: Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district yes X no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district yes Eligible district yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another contex yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible yes X no 

V 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The Ebenezer Church Cemetery is located on the east side of MD 237/Chancellor's Run Road, north of Military Lane. The 
land is characteristically flat with large hardwood trees shading the drive. The location of the church is memorialized by the 
steps that formerly lead into the building. The markers are irregularly spaced in relation to each other as well as unevenly 
dispersed throughout the lot. The funerary art is modest with common stylistic elements consisting of lambs for babies, a few 
obelisks, but mainly tablet headstones and flushed markers. 

Historically the land currently occupied by the Ebenezer Cemetery was originally part of a larger tract, Matthew's Folly, 
which was originally surveyed in 1790. By 1820, the land was in possession of Joshua Cullumber who donated a one-acre 
tract, called Ebinezer, for the Methodist Episcopal Church. Local tradition considered Ebenezer Church to be the earliest 
Methodist Church in St. Mary's County. While the records are inconclusive, as to whether it predates the northern 
counterparts, Mt. Zion and Bethel Methodist Church, it is the earliest Methodist Church in the southern part of St. Mary's 
County. 

The earliest surviving grave marker dates to 1847 and is located on what is the west side of the former church. With the 
nearby construction of the Patuxent Naval Air Station in 1941, another Methodist Church, Cedar Point, was torn down and 
approximately 100 burials from the Cedar Point cemetery were moved to land adjoining the east edge of the Ebenezer 
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Ebenezer Church Cemetery 

Church. 

In January 1946, Ebenezer held its last regular service, although it was used periodically for special events. In December 
1963, the church had deteriorated to the extent it was a fire hazard and was burned by the Lexington Park Volunteer Fire 
Department. The cemetery is still used and contains many burials from the 1950s through the 1970s. There are some 
markers as recent as 2001. 

It is SHA's determination that the Ebenezer Church Cemetery does not meet the requirements of Criteria Consideration (d) 
for cemeteries. Without the Church building, it lacks sufficient integrity to convey an association with the founding of the 
Methodist Church in St. Mary's County. It is not associated with persons of transcendent importance in history. The burial 
of Ms. Nellie Quirk, the first woman photo engraver is noteworthy. However, it is probable that there are examples of her 
engraving which would better exemplify her contributions to women's history. Furthermore, the funerary art is typical of its 
time period, and the few examples of artistic or unusual markers are greatly outnumbered by the more standardized markers. 

Archeological evaluation has not been conducted to determine whether the cemetery is eligible under Criterion D. Based on 
historical research, grave sites are likely to be present in the cemetery as early as 1820, when the Ebenezer M.E. Church was 
founded. This church is considered the mother church of the St. Mary's Circuit. The church was integrated up through and 
following the Civil War. 

Early written cemetery records are absent. Remote sensing was conducted on the portion of the Ebenezer Cemetery adjacent 
to MD 237 to determine the likelihood of unmarked graves in and adjacent to the existing right of way. This study concluded 
that about 100 unmarked graves are likely to be present within 20 feet of the roadway, some as close as 16 inches from the 
paved surface. 

The SHA redesigned plans for the widening of MD 237 to avoid the cemetery completely, including possible unmarked 
graves within existing right-of-way. No improvements will extend beyond the existing pavement at the cemetery location. 
Widening will occur to the opposite side of the road. Due to the lack of proposed impacts, the results of the remote sensing 
have not been ground-truthed. Consequently, although the cemetery is considered potentially significant its eligibility under 
Criterion D for its information potential has not yet been determined. 

Possible research issues under Criterion D would revolve around the differences in burial practices through time and/or based 
on the age and sex of specific individuals, and differences resulting from the multi-ethnic population, both before and after 
the Civil War. 

Prepared by: Becky Kermes Date Prepared: 2/20/2003 
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2. L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 
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